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No. II. 

IRISH MARBLE. 

The Thanks of the Society were voted to J. Dombrain, 

Esq., Comptroller-General of the Coast-guard of Ireland, 

for Information respecting a Quarry of Irish Marble, 

accompanied by a Sample, which has been placed in the 

Society's Repository. 

Mr. Dombrain informs the Society in his letter, that, 
having recently purchased an estate in the county of 
Donegal, and learning that it contained an extensive bed 
of white marble, he went thither, accompanied by several 
scientific gentlemen, for the purpose of examining a quarry 
which had been formerly opened in it. He found there 
several blocks, the four largest of which are from five to 
nine feet in length, but which he was unable to remove, 
there being no road of communication from the quarry 
to the nearest highway. A smaller block, weighing from 
two to three cwt., he succeeded in conveying to the 
coast, and transmitted to the Society for examination. 
This block, however, is to be regarded only as a surface 
specimen; being considerably inferior in quality to the 
larger ones which were raised from greater depths. 

Together with his letter, Mr. Dombrain sent a pam- 
phlet, describing a mineralogical excursion to the county 
of Donegal, by Sir C. L. Giesecke, in which are the 
following notices respecting the marble quarry in question. 

About four miles from the lead mines near Kildrum 
" is the mountain of Arraghil or Arrighle, the highest in 
the county. Its base is granite, with very little mica, 
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and is partly covered by mica slate. This granite some- 
times contains particles of hornblende. At its western 
foot, close to Lough Dunloughy, there is an extensive bed 
of white granular fine limestone, of a milk-white and 
pearl-grey colour, and in very fine grains. It is tra- 
versed by different dykes of greenstone, of which I ob- 
served five close to each other ; and extends from E.N.E. 
to W. S.W. The marble was worked by Mr. Walker 
about twelve years ago ; and I found there blocks of 
various dimensions, which had been quarried, some of 
which were about six feet long and three feet thick. 
I consider this white marble as the best in Ireland ; and 
it might be used to great advantage, if a road were 
constructed from Kildrum to this place. The present 
access to the spot is exceedingly bad, and can only be 
reached on horseback. The neighbourhood of the coast 

would greatly facilitate the transport of the blocks 

Its bed is very extensive : I traced its presence to 

a distance of half a mile in the square. It is fine gra- 
nular, and may be employed for the finest works of com- 
mon sculpture ; and I have no doubt but that there may 
also be raised fine blocks fit for statuary. 

" As to its quality, its texture and whiteness approach 
nearer to that of the Parian than to the Carrara marble. 
It is very well known that perfect blocks of the Carrara 
marble are procured with great difficulty ; and I firmly 
believe that the marble of Dunloughy is free from mica, 
quartz grains, and other substances interfering with the 
chisel, which so frequently disappoint the artist who 
works upon the marble from Carrara." 

In a subsequent letter, Mr. Dombrain says, that a 
small block of the marble has been put into the hands 
of Mr. Hogan, a statuary lately arrived from Italy. 
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Having roughed out a head from it, he reports that the 
grain is coarse, but that it would answer extremely well 
for colossal statues ; and that it has the rare quality of 
being entirely free from metallic substances. 

On breaking off a small piece from the outside of the 
block its colour appears white ; it is coarse-grained, and 
the granulations consist of slightly iridescent curvilinear 
laminae. 

A member of the Committee (a sculptor) observed, 
that all British marble hitherto known is harder than the 
Italian ; and as, at present, the price of this latter in 
block is not more than from one and a half to three 
guineas per foot cube, the use of Devonshire and other 
native marbles has been entirely discontinued. Of the 
sample actually before the Society no fair judgment can 
be formed till it has been cut up. 

The block was accordingly divided into three slabs, 
two of which were cut in the direction of the bed, and 
one at right angles to it. The colour of the former is 
more or less greyish blue ; but there is reason to believe 
that this tint will disappear on exposure to light and 
weather, because the stone from the outside to the depth 
of an inch or more has been thus bleached. The latter 
slab has none of the grey colour, but is generally of a 
very pale buff, which here and there is of a deeper stain. 

One sculptor who examined these slabs finds the 
marble to be decidedly inferior to that of Carrara, in 
being composed of larger crystalline grains, with inter- 
stices between, in which the putty and other polishing 
powders imbed themselves, producing black specks. If, 
however, large blocks, equal in quality to the sample, 
could be procured, they would be applicable to colossal 
works in sculpture, sepulchral monuments, &c. 
vol. xlviii. Q 
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Another sculptor states, that this Irish marble differs 
from, and is inferior to Parian, in being porous and less 
compact ; but this defect is apparent chiefly in the slabs 
cut in the direction of the bed. It nearly resembles a 
specimen of North American marble that he has seen. It 
might be advantageously applied to common purposes, 
such as slabs for paving halls, and common chimney- 
pieces, if it could be brought to market at a price not 
exceeding half a guinea per cube foot, this being about 
half the price at present of Italian veined marble. The 
price of Devonshire marble at the quarry is about eight 
shillings per cube foot. 

It was likewise stated, that, ten or twelve years since, 
an Italian artist, of the name of Prosperi, cut a recumbent 
figure, about two feet long, from a block of Irish marble, 
extremely similar to Mr. Dombrain's, and probably from 
this very quarry, while it was worked, or attempted to 
be worked, by Mr. Walker. 

Magnitude, and tolerable uniformity of colour, are 
essential requisites in marble for the higher uses of art : 
and the specimen sent by Mr. Dombrain is not large 
enough to enable the Society to form a fair opinion of it 
in these respects. 



